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“The Darkest Darkness”      Text – Matthew 27:45-46      OT Reading – Exodus 10:21-29;  Amos 8:7-10

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The Gospels are very clear about the chronology of the crucifixion.  
· Back then, the first hour of the day began at 6am.  
· From Mark’s Gospel, we learn that Jesus was nailed to the cross at the third hour, which is 9am.  
· The sixth hour is midday.  And we read, “from the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land.”  So from midday to 3pm, which would usually be the brightest time of day, there was this darkness.  
And while we are told about various things that happened for the first three hours that Jesus hung on the cross, the Gospels tell us nothing about what happened during the three hours of darkness.  All we are told is that from the sixth hour to the ninth hour “darkness came over all the land.”  
So on this Good Friday morning, we are going to meditate on the significance of this darkness.  We are going to see that in these three hours the focus moves from the injustice of what has been done to Jesus to the meaning of His crucifixion. 
In these verses we see that Darkness covers the agony of our crucified Saviour.  And as we meditate on the significance of this darkness, we want to see that it is a Supernatural darkness, a symbolic darkness, and a Suitable darkness.
So first of all, let’s see that this is indeed a Supernatural Darkness.  
1. I am sure that some of you will have heard the story of the two men riding the bus to work.  They didn’t know each other.  One of them was reading a book and all of a sudden he said, “Awwhhhh!  Wow!”  So the other man asked him what was so amazing.  He said, “God just led the people of Israel through the Red Sea on dry land!”  Well, the other man said, “Oh, you shouldn’t take that literally.  Science has proven that it is a myth.  It turns out there is this place on the edge of the Red Sea where the water is only a few inches deep, you see.  So that is probably where they were; there is a perfectly natural explanation.”  “Oh.  I see,” said the man, and he kept reading.  But 2 minutes later he said, again, “Awwhhhh!  Wow!”  “What is it now?” said the other man.  And the man reading the book said, “It is incredible!  God just drown the  Egyptians in a few inches of water!”    
2. Now, I have shared this humourous story with you to highlight what many people attempt to do with the Bible, which is to give supernatural or miraculous events a natural explanation or to write them off as fairy-tales.  And this is exactly what many have attempted to do with these three hours of darkness.   
a. For instance, Luke, in His Gospel, tells us that “the sun stopped shining.”  Other versions have it as “the sun was obscured” or “was darkened.”  And the Greek word that Luke uses is Ekleipo.  And I am sure you can hear the resemblance in this word to the English word eclipse.  Ekleipo/Eclipse.  And so, some have suggested that this is simply an eclipse of the sun, perfectly natural; nothing supernatural.  
i. The problem with this idea though is that Jesus’ death took place at the time of the Passover, which is during the full moon.  But an eclipse is simply not possible at the time of full moon.  And those of you who have seen an eclipse will know that you get a few moments of gloom, but not three hours of darkness.  
b. Other suggestions put forward include a severe thunderstorm or the famous sirocco sandstorms which are known to occur in that region from time to time.  These sandstorms would collect the sand off the African coast and hurl them across the Mediterranean creating astonishing weather conditions.  But these sandstorms will last from half a day to a few days.  
3. The fact is that we do not know how God caused this darkness.  The point is though that God caused this darkness!  This was a supernatural darkness.  And it is not the first time we read about such supernatural phenomena in the Bible.

a. Way back in Genesis we read about a time when covered Egypt in darkness for three days and yet gave light to Israel in the region of Goshen.
b. And you boys and girls will remember that just after Jesus’ birth, we learn that Shepherds were “keeping watch over their flocks by night.  Suddenly, an Angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.”  When Jesus was born, there was a localized brightness that chased the darkness of night away.  But now, as Jesus is dying, there is a localized darkness that chases the daylight away. 
This is a supernatural darkness.  The God who created light and separated it from darkness causes these three hours of darkness to occur in the middle of the day.  But not only was this darkness supernatural; it was also a Symbolic Darkness, our 2nd point.
1. People of God, one word serves best to describe what it was that this darkness symbolized.  And that word is judgment.  Now, there are a number of aspects to this judgment, as we shall see, but this a darkness of judgment.
a. In Genesis 1 we learn that God created light.  So that His power, majesty, and lovingkindness could be seen by all, His first creative word was “let there be light.”  But the agony and suffering of Jesus is hidden by darkness.  The light will not shine on Him as He endured the eternal wrath of His Father against sin.
b. A few moments ago I mentioned the three days of darkness that came upon Egypt.  And this was a sign of God’s continued judgment of Egypt for how they had treated the Israelites and their refusal to let them leave for the Promised Land.   And after the three days of darkness, the tenth plague was every firstborn son being killed by the Angel of the Lord.  And here, after three hours of darkness in Calvary, the firstborn Son of God dies under God’s judgment.   
c. And as we come to the prophets we find the same theme of judgment and darkness repeated again and again.  
i. For example, in Isaiah 13:9 we read, “See, the day of the LORD is coming--a cruel day, with wrath and fierce anger-- to make the land desolate and destroy the sinners within it.  The stars of heaven and their constellations will not show their light.  The rising sun will be darkened and the moon will not give its light.”  
ii. And listen to these words about judgment to come from Amos 8. “‘In that day,’ declares the Sovereign LORD, ‘I will make the sun go down at noon and darken the earth in broad daylight.’”
d. Darkness is a biblical symbol of God’s judgment.  So this darkness revealed God’s judgment on this terrible crime: Three times Jesus had been declared innocent in His trial.  But here He was being unjustly murdered.  
e. But the darkness also revealed God’s judgment on the people and land of Israel.  Jesus described Himself as the “light of men.”  He came to His own people to bring peace and eternal life.  But they had rejected Him and were now crucifying Him.  And so these three hours of darkness are a small foretaste of the darkness of eternal Hell that awaits all who reject Jesus.  
f. And the darkness also revealed God’s judgment upon Jesus Himself.  He who had agreed to bear the sins of the world on His shoulders now had to face the wrath of God in the darkness.  

2. With all of this in view then, you can see why the disciples were absolutely crushed and bewildered by the death of Jesus.  Do you remember Cleopas and his friend on the road to Emmaus, who we read about in Luke 24?  Jesus had risen from the dead and He came up and walked with them but they did not recognize Him.  He asked them what they were discussing.  We read, “They stood still, their faces downcast.  One of them, named Cleopas, asked Him, "Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the things that have happened there in these days?"”  And then they told Him about the crucifixion.  And they said, “We had hoped that He was the one who was going to redeem Israel.”  They weren’t stupid, you see.  They knew that  crucifixion and darkness were symbols of God’s judgment.
But that is why , as our third and final point, we must see that while this darkness was Supernatural and symbolic, it was also a Suitable Darkness!  
1. We will not go into it today but the physical agonies of crucifixion are just awful.  And yet, this darkness and the cry that was wrung from Jesus’ body at the end of those three hours of darkness tell us that the deeper agony that Jesus suffered on the cross was the agony of His soul.  “For about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice … My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”  
2. The Apostles’ Creed is a summary of the key teachings of the Bible.  It has been recited as a confession of faith in the church since the second century AD!  And one of the lines of the creed says this of Jesus, “He descended into hell.”  And the descent of Jesus into hell took place during these three hours of darkness.  So what does it mean that Jesus descended into hell?  

i. Well, to answer this we have to go to the beginning of the Bible.  Way back in the Garden of Eden, God said to Adam, “Do not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.”  We call this the covenant of works.  So Adam now had a choice - keep God’s commandment and live or break God’s commandment and die.  And what did Adam do?  He chose to disobey.  And because he was the father of humanity, that means that every human being born since Adam has inherited a sinful and guilty nature.  And so, we all, like Adam, deserve death and eternal condemnation.  And our sin has to be punished.  God cannot excuse or ignore it, because He is holy and just.  
ii. So what we need is someone like us – human, someone who does keep all God’s commandments and who can pay the price for our sins.  And the price was not just death but also the eternal wrath of God.

iii. So that is why God sent His Son to earth to be born a human being.  That way He would be like us.  So Jesus ticks that box.  He is a suitable Saviour because He is a human being.
iv. And during His whole life, He perfectly kept all God’s commandments.  Tick!

v. But here on the cross, as the sixth hour begins and as darkness descends, God places the covenant of works on the table of judgment.  He and Jesus stand before each other, as it were.  Jesus must be judged and tried and weighed to see whether His sacrifice on our behalf is enough.  And it will be enough only if He can bear the weight of God’s eternal wrath.  
1. So His Father removes the light of his presence from Him and thrusts Him into outer darkness.   His Father sees all the sins of the elect in His Son and He punishes Him.  And although we cannot understand how it can be, His Father forsakes or ‘turns His back’ on His Son.  And all this is what we mean when we say that Jesus “descended into hell.”
2. And it is this deep agony that wrenches from Him the cry of forsakenness. “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani … My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”  

b. Have you ever wondered why these words are recorded in Aramaic?  We are straight away given a translation, why do we need the original?  Why didn’t Matthew just say, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”  
i. Well, Brothers and Sisters, young people, and boys and girls, the reason these words are recorded like this is because the Holy Spirit wants you to hear Jesus’ words for yourself.  Every time you read or hear these words, you stand in front of the cross of Calvary.  You strain through the darkness to look up at your bleeding and torn Saviour.  You look upon His pain wracked face and hear Him cry out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani.”  
ii. And He does not receive an answer from the darkened heavens.  But what this cry reveals is that Jesus knows that the God who had forsaken Him is still His God; “My God, My God.”  
iii. You see, the cry of Jesus Christ was heard in heaven.  His sacrifice was accepted!  By His blood, He had obtained the forgiveness of sins.  The Father’s wrath was satisfied.  How do we know this?  Because the darkest darkness came to an end!  The supernatural and symbolic and suitable darkness ended!
It wasn’t that long ago that we looked at John 1:5 together.  There the Lord Jesus is described as the light that came into the world.  We read, “The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it.”  We can understand why Jesus’ disciples thought He had lost.  We can understand why as Jesus died there, the devil thought he had won.  But Calvary is actually the scene of Jesus’ triumph!  At Calvary, light triumphed over darkness!  
So, we have heard about the Darkness that covered the agonies of Jesus.  It was supernatural and it was symbolic of judgment and it was suitable as a covering for what happened there.  
Have you seen for the first time or again what your sins brought upon Jesus?    
Do you understand that He endured the eternal darkness of judgment so that you would not have to?  
Do you trust in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour?  If so, Ephesians 5:8 says, “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light.”  Will you make that your Good Friday commitment?  In view of all that Christ suffered for you, go from here determined to trust in Him and to obey all His commands.  Amen.

